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   greenie   /  gree -nee  /   n.    colloq.   member or 
supporter of an environmentalist group or 
party; conservationist.   

   green leek   n.    any of several predominantly 
green or green-faced Australian parakeets.   

   green light   n.     1  signal to proceed on a road, 
railway, etc.    2   colloq.  permission to proceed 
with a project.  

   green mallee   n.    small eucalypt of inland 
eastern Australia with very narrow vividly 
green leaves; one of the species used for the 
distillation of eucalyptus oil.  

   green monday   n.    Aust.   =   GREENGROCER   2  .   
   green onion   n.     =    SHALLOT  .  
   green pick   n.    Aust.   new growth  (of forage)  
promoted by rain.   

   green room   n.    room in a theatre for actors 
who are off stage.   

   green shoot   n.    new growth of vegetation 
immediately after a bushfi re.   

   green-stick fracture   n.    bone fracture, esp. 
in children, in which one side of the bone is 
broken and one only bent.  

   green tea   n.    tea made from steam-dried 
leaves which have not been previously 
fermented.   

   green tree ant   n.   ( also  green ant  )  ant of 
northern Australia and elsewhere, having 
a green body and living in trees in which it 
makes large intricate nests from leaves.   

   Greenwich Mean Time   /  gren -ich  /   n.    local 
time on the meridian of Greenwich, used 
as an international basis of time reckoning. 
Abbr.  GMT .  

   greeny   /  gree -nee  /      •  adj.   greenish.       •  n.  = 
  GREENIE  .   

   greet   v.     1  address politely or welcomingly on 
meeting or arrival.    2  receive or acknowledge 
in a specifi ed way (  greeted with derision  ).   
  3  (of a sight, sound, etc.) become apparent 
to or noticed by (  laughter greeted his ears  ).   
 [ Old English ]  

   greeting   n.     1  act or instance of welcoming 
etc.    2  words, gestures, etc., used to greet 
a person.    3  ( often in  pl.  ) expression of 
goodwill.  

   gregarious   / gruh- gair -ree-uhs  /   adj.   
  1  fond of company.    2  living in fl ocks or 
communities.    ▫   gregariousness   n.    [ Latin 
 grex gregis  fl ock ]  

   Gregorian calendar   / gruh- gaw -ree-uhn  /   n.   
 the calendar now in use introduced in 1582 
by Pope Gregory XIII.   

   Gregorian chant   n.    plainsong ritual music, 
named after Pope Saint Gregory I (the 
Great),  circa  540–604.   

   gremlin   /  grem -luhn  /   n.    colloq.   imaginary 
mischievous sprite regarded as responsible 
for mechanical faults etc.   [ origin unknown ]  

   gremmie   n.   ( also  gremmy  )   colloq.  young 
surfer, esp. an inexperienced one.   [ from 
  GREMLIN   ]  

   gremolata   /  ı grem-uh- lah -tuh  /   n.    mixture of 
lemon zest, garlic, and parsley.   [ Italian ]  

   grenade   / gruh- nayd   /   n.    small bomb thrown 
by hand (  hand grenade  ) or shot from a rifl e.  
 [ French: related to   POMEGRANATE   ]  

   grevillea   / gruh- vil -ee-uh  /   n.    any shrub or 
tree of the large chiefl y Australian genus 
of the same name, many of which have 
showy fl owers and are widely cultivated as 
ornamentals.   [ C.F.  Greville , botanist (d.1809) ]   

   grew     past  of    GROW  . 
   grey   / gray  /      •  adj.    1  of a colour intermediate 
between black and white.    2  dull, dismal 
(  grey skies  ).     3    a  (of hair) turning white with 
age etc.    b  having grey hair.     4  anonymous, 
unidentifi able (  grey area  ).       •  n.    1    a  grey 
colour or pigment.    b  grey clothes or material 
(  dressed in grey  ).     2  grey or white horse.      •  v.  
make or become grey.    ▫   greyish   adj.  
 greyness   n.    [ Old English ]  

   grey area   n.    situation or topic not clearly 
defi ned.  

   Grey Friar   n.    Franciscan friar.  
   greyhound   n.    dog of a tall slender breed 
capable of high speed.   [ Old English, = bitch-
hound ]  

   grey kangaroo   n.   Aust.     1  =   GREAT GREY 
KANGAROO.      2  =   WESTERN GREY.    

   grey matter   n.     1  the darker tissues of the 
brain and spinal cord.    2   colloq.  intelligence.  

   grey nomad   n.     Aust.   colloq.  retired 
person who travels extensively, esp. by 
campervan etc.  

   grey nurse   n.    common shark of south-
eastern Australian waters.   

   grey power   n.    infl uence (esp. political) 
exerted by senior citizens, esp. through 
organisations representing them.   

   grey water   n.    bath or laundry water, esp. as 
used for watering garden etc.   

   grid   n.     1    a  grating.    b   Aust.  (in an opening 
in a fence) a set of metal rails fi xed on the 
ground over a shallow trench, and so spaced 
as to prevent the passage of stock.      2  system 
of numbered squares printed on a map 
and forming the basis of map references.  
  3  network of lines, electric-power connections, 
gas-supply lines, etc.    4  pattern of lines 
marking the starting places on a motor racing 
track.    5  perforated electrode controlling 
the fl ow of electrons in a thermionic valve 
etc.    6  arrangement of town streets in a 
rectangular pattern.   [ from   GRIDIRON   ]  

   griddle   /  grid -uhl  /   n.    circular iron plate 
placed over a source of heat for cooking etc.   
 [ Latin  cratis  hurdle ]  

   gridiron   /  grid - ı uy-uhn  /   n.     1  cooking utensil 
of parallel metal bars for broiling or grilling.   
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On 4 January 2001 an article in the Australian 
newspaper examined the phenomenon of the grey 
nomad: 

Older travellers, far from being over the hill, are 
much more likely to be up it—climbing, caving, 
trekking or skiing, putting many a youngster to 
shame. The tourism industry has coined the phrase 
Grey Nomads to describe seniors and it’s widely 
acknowledged that these (mostly) retired travellers 
form an important segment of the market. With 
money to spare (many appear to delight in spending 
their children’s inheritance—good on them, I say) 
and time to dwell and discover, the senior traveller is 
unhurried, thorough and frequently ready for risks. 

A grey nomad is a retired person who travels 
extensively within Australia, especially by 
campervan, caravan, or motor home. Grey nomads 
generally travel with no particular schedule or date 
to return to their normal place of residence. They 
are all members of the baby boomer generation.

We are not sure how long the term has been around, 
but our first printed evidence occurs in 1995. 
The Web evidence for the term is overwhelmingly 
Australian, so we are claiming it as an Australianism.

As indicated in the quotation above, grey nomads 
often appear to take great pride in making the 
point that they are not going to pass on all their 
money to their kids—they are going to spend it 
and they are going to enjoy life. In order to express 
this a new acronym was invented—SKIN, standing 
for ‘spending the kids inheritance now’. The grey 
nomads proudly display this on stickers on their 

caravans and campervans.

But are things changing? A report in the Sydney 
Morning Herald newspaper on 24 February 
2007 points out that soaring house prices right 
across Australia are threatening to prevent many 
aspirational middle-classers from buying into 
the Great Australian Dream. The children and 
grandchildren of the grey nomads may well be left 
house-less if the inheritance is squandered by the 
awful fact of the grey nomads enjoying themselves: 

It seems only yesterday the grey nomads were 
sporting a cheeky bumper sticker on their four-wheel-
drives and campervans: SKIN—Spending the Kids’ 
Inheritance Now—it read. The sentiment heralded a 
new hedonistic approach to ageing. No more self-
sacrifice or frugality. The new aged were intending to 
grow old disgracefully. Whether this meant skiing in 
Aspen, or circumnavigating Australia, the emphasis 
was on spend, not save. And the kids? Well, after 
the education and money lavished on them in their 
growing-up years, they would have to stand on their 
own two feet. Now the climate has changed. Baby 
boomer parents, hitting the retirement years, regard 
their adult children’s future with alarm. The children 
will never be able to buy a house unless the parents 
pitch in …The talk again is of self-sacrifice and self-
denial. The last boat to the middle class is pulling 
out and their kids will not be on it.

But it is surely too early to prophesy the demise 
of the grey nomad phenomenon. And as long as 
that remains the case, the term grey nomad will 
continue to have a necessary place in the Australian 
vernacular.
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