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Welcome to the launch issue of Oxford Australia Word of 
the Month.

Ever wondered how uniquely Australian words such as tree 
change, grey nomad and barbecue stopper make it into our 
dictionaries? 

Oxford University Press, in association with the Australian 
National Dictionary Centre (ANDC), will be publishing a 
Word of the Month starting from August 2007. Each month, 
the Oxford Australia Word of the Month will focus on a 
distinctively Australian word, with a detailed and often humorous 
account of the kind of research the ANDC conducts.

Join us each month as we explore some of these Aussie 
words and find out just how much each of us contribute to the 
development of Australian English.
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   barb  1       •  n.    1  secondary backward-facing 
projection from an arrow, fi sh-hook, etc.  
  2  hurtful remark.    3  beardlike fi lament at 
the mouth of some fi sh.       •  v.    1  fi t with a 
barb.    2  ( as  barbed   adj.  ) (of a remark etc.) 
deliberately hurtful.    [ Latin  barba  beard ]  

   barb  2   n.     Aust.  black strain of kelpie.  
 [ individual dog’s name ]   

   barbarian   / bah- bair -ree-uhn  /      •  n.  
  1  uncultured or brutish person.    2  member 
of a pre-literate tribe etc.       •  adj.    1  rough and 
uncultured.    2  uncivilised.    [ Greek  barbaros  
foreign ]  

   barbaric   / bah- ba -rik  /   adj.     1  rough and 
uncultured.     2  brutal, cruel (  fl ogging is a 
barbaric punishment  ).     3  primitive.   

   barbarism   /  bah -buh- ı riz-uhm  /   n.     1  barbaric 
state or act.    2  non-standard word or 
expression; solecism.     3  anything considered 
to be in bad taste.   

   barbarity   / bah- ba -ruh-tee  /   n.   (  pl.   -ies  ) 
  1  savage cruelty.    2  an example of this.   

   barbarous   /  bah -buh-ruhs  /   adj.    =   BARBARIC   1  .  
   barbecue   /  bah -buh- ı kyoo  /      •  n.    1    a  meal 
cooked over charcoal etc. out of doors.  
  b  party for this.     2  grill etc. used for this.    
  •  v.  (  -ues ,  -ued ,  -uing  ) cook on a barbecue.  
 [ Spanish from Haitian ]  

   barbecue stopper   n.     Aust.   colloq.  
important topic of public discussion, esp. a 
political one.  

   barbed wire   n.    wire with interwoven sharp 
spikes, used in fences and barriers.  

   barbel   /  bah -buhl  /   n.     1  freshwater fi sh 
with barbs.    2  =   BARB  1   n.   3  .   [ Latin: related 
to   BARB  1   ]  

   barbell   n.    iron bar with removable weights 
at each end, used for weightlifting.  

   barber   n.    person who cuts men’s hair etc. by 
profession.   [ medieval Latin  barba  beard ]  

   barbican   /  bah -buh-kuhn  /   n.    outer 
defence, esp. a double tower above a gate or 
drawbridge.   [ French ]  

   barbie   /  bah -bee  /   n.    Aust.   colloq.    barbecue.  
 [ abbreviation ]  

   barbiturate   / bah- bich -uh-ruht  /   n.    soporifi c 
or sedative drug from barbituric acid.  
 [ German, from the name  Barbara  ]  

   barbituric acid   /  ı bah-buh- choor -rik  /   n.   
 organic acid from which barbiturates are 
derived.  

   barcarole   /  bah -kuh- ı rohl  /   n.     1  gondoliers’ 
song.    2  music imitating this.   [ Italian  barca  
boat ]  

   barcode   n.    machine-readable striped code 
on supermarket goods, library books, etc.   

   Barcoo   / bah- koo   /   adj.    of or relating to the 
remote inland of Australia, its people, and its 
living conditions.   [  Barcoo  River in western 
Queensland ]   

   Barcoo dog   n.    Aust.   any noise-making 
contraption (elaboration of a rattle) used to 
drive sheep when there are no dogs to work 
them.   

   Barcoo rot   n.    Aust.   form of scurvy 
characterised by chronic sores.   

   Barcoo sore   n.    Aust.   ulcer characteristic of 
Barcoo rot.   

   Barcoo spew   n.    Aust.    colloq.  attack of 
vomiting.   

   bard   n.     1   poet.  poet.    2   hist.  Celtic minstrel.   
  ▫   bardic   adj.    [ Celtic ]  

   Bardi   /  bah -dee  /   n.     1    a  Aboriginal people of 
north-western WA.    b  member of this people.   
  2  language of the Bardi.  

   bardi   /  bah -dee  /   n.   ( also  bardie ,  bardee  ) 
 Aust.   edible larva or pupa of a species of 
beetle or of various species of moth (cf. 
  WITCHETTY  ).   [ Nyungar and many other 
languages in WA and SA ]   

   bardo   /  bah -doh  /   n.    (in Tibetan Buddhism) 
state of existence between death and rebirth, 
varying in length according to one’s conduct 
in life.   [ Tibetan ]  

   bare      •  adj.    1  unclothed or uncovered.  
  2    a  (of a tree) leafl ess.     b  unfurnished; 
empty (  bare room ;  cupboard was bare  ).   
  c  (of a fl oor) uncarpeted.      3  plain, unadorned 
(  the bare truth ;  bare facts  ).    4  (  attrib.  ) 
scanty, just suffi cient (  a bare majority ; 
 bare necessities  ).      •  v.  (  -ring  ) uncover, reveal 
(  bared his teeth ;  bared his soul  ).   [ Old 
English ]  

   bareback   adj. & adv.    without a saddle.  
   bare-belly   n.    Aust.   sheep with bare belly 
and legs caused by a defect in the fi bre 
structure of the wool.    ▫   bare-bellied   adj.    

   barefaced   adj.    undisguised; impudent 
(  barefaced lie  ).   

   barefoot   adj. & adv.   ( also  barefooted  ) 
 wearing nothing on the feet.  

   barely   adv.     1  scarcely (  barely escaped  ).  
  2  scantily (  barely furnished  ).  

   barf   / bahf  /    colloq.     •  v.   vomit.      •  n.  attack of 
vomiting.   [ origin unknown ]   

   bargain   /  bah -guhn  /      •  n.    1    a  agreement 
on the terms of a sale etc.    b  this from 
the buyer’s viewpoint (  a bad bargain  ).   
  2  something acquired or offered cheaply.     
  •  v.  ( often foll. by  with ,  for  ) discuss the terms 
of a sale etc. (  bargained with me ;  bargain 
for the table  ).    ▫   bargain for  (or  colloq.    on  ) 
 be prepared for; expect (  I didn’t bargain 
for being asked to make a speech  ).    bargain 
on   rely on.   into the bargain   moreover; 
in addition to what was expected.    make 
 (or  strike )  a bargain   agree on a transaction.    
 [ French from Germanic ]  

   barge      •  n.    1  long fl at-bottomed cargo boat 
on a canal or river.    2  long ornamental boat 
used for pleasure or ceremony.       •  v.  (  -ging  ) 

barb | barge
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On 29 October 2001 the Sydney Morning 
Herald newspaper reported:

Snap. That’s the sound of the stretch between 
family and work for an awful lot of parents. 
John Howard says the balancing act between 
the two is the most common discussion at 
any neighbourhood barbecue. A ‘barbecue-
stopper’, he likes to call it. That’s why he 
is attempting to put the extra sizzle into his 
election campaign with a new tax break for 
women having children.

A barbecue stopper is a topic of conversation 
that is interesting or controversial enough to 
halt proceedings at a barbecue – and anything 
that could interrupt an Aussie barbecue would 
have to be very significant indeed!

It is fairly rare for us to know who coined a 
new term. Most new terms emerge without an 
author. But with barbecue stopper we know 
that it was coined by Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard in the context of balancing work 
pressures with family responsibilities. 

For some time it looked as if the term might 
remain exclusively linked to the work/family 
nexus. If that had occurred, it is likely that the 
term would have been short-lived, and would 
have disappeared from Australian English.

But by 2004 barbecue stopper could be used 
in a variety of contexts to signal a significant 
topic:

Sibling rivalry is the new barbecue stopper 
– at least in my circles. We are talking about 
our own grown-up brothers and sisters. 
It’s the rivalry that re-emerges when adult 
siblings have to make important decisions 
about ailing parents. Sydney Morning Herald 
20 November 2004

Indeed, by 2007 the term could be used in a 
context where its creator, John Howard, was 
now the ironic butt of his own invention:

And Hicks will be presented as a symbol and 
as something of a martyr, even though he is 
about as heroic as cancer. It is an interesting 
example of Howard failing to detect early a 
significant public mood and do something 
about it. It might not be a barbecue stopper, 
but certainly is a front-bar head nodder: Tell 
fellow drinkers that Hicks is a mongrel but 
deserves better treatment and you will get 
agreement. Daily Telegraph 8 February 
2007

The evidence indicates that barbecue stopper 
is a stayer in Australian English, and has earned 
a place in our dictionaries.
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Why have I received Oxford Australia Word of the Month?

You are receiving this email because you are a valued 
customer of Oxford University Press. 

You can unsubscribe at any time by sending an email to 
wordofthemonth.au@oup.com with ‘Unsubscribe WOTM’ in 
the subject line.

How do I subscribe?

If you have a colleague or a friend who you think would like to 
receive Oxford Australia Word of the Month all they need to do 
is email wordofthemonth.au@oup.com with 
‘Subscribe WOTM’ in the subject line. 

Where can I learn more about the Australian National 
Dictionary Centre?

Visit: www.anu.edu.au/ANDC

Where can I learn more about Oxford University Press?

Visit: www.oup.com.au

Please direct all media 
enquiries to:

Rachel Ellis 
Dictionary, Trade and ELT 
Marketing and Product 
Coordinator

Phone:  
(03) 9934 9176

Email:  
rachel.ellis@oup.com
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Barbecue stopper and other words 
to be featured in Oxford Australia 
Word of the Month are all new 
entries from the sixth edition of 
Australia’s most trusted dictionary, the 
Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary.  
To learn more about this fantastic new 
edition, or to order a copy, visit 
www.oup.com.au/apod6 
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