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Jemima McPhee (Australian National University)-
‘Fire, earth and astrologia: writing science under 
Augustan stars’
What makes Roman science ‘Roman’? How did the Romans investigate natural phenomena? And how did 
changing institutions influence scientific discourse? Contemporary ancient science scholarship focuses 
on positioning science in the wider ancient world and investigating how social, cultural, and political 
circumstances motivated developments in scientific knowledge and discourse. However, there is currently 
little research addressing the relationship between Roman science and culture.

In this paper, I will outline the scope and aims of my current PhD research, including a brief literature 
review, explanation of methodology, and timeline. My thesis will focus on Roman scientific discourse in 
Manilius’ poem Astronomica, the anonymous poem Aetna, and various Roman inscriptional parapegmata. 
By investigating how institutional forces contributed to the way Romans produced and communicated 
scientific knowledge, my research seeks to uncover new insights about the nature of Roman science, 
Roman culture, and how the two are intertwined. 

This event forms part of the Centre of Classical Studies research seminar series and will take place at 
3:15pm in Conference Room, A D Hope Building.

All welcome. No registration required

Contact 
Tatiana Bur 
E-tatiana.bur@anu.edu.au
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Image: from Daryn Lehoux’s What did the Romans Know?. 1816 illustration of the Thermae Traiani Parapegma, reproduced from Guattani, 1817. 


